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Raising children in the way they should go is a great 
responsibility for every parent. It involves intentional, 
proactive effort. While your child’s spiritual growth is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, you play an important role. 

It is healthy and normal for your child to grow more 
independent as they develop. Your role as a parent is to 
shepherd them to become less dependent on you and more 
dependent on God. However, in many ways your child 
is tempted to follow the ways of the world instead of the 
ways of God. As a parent, purposely choose to help your 
child grow closer to God and to seek, know and live the 
truth of Scripture. 

You may become the very best teacher God has 
placed in your child’s life. Weekly at home, take the  
opportunity to spiritually influence your child as you  
review the Bible Story or Bible Lesson, Hymns and Scrip-
ture verses introduced to your child. Praying as a family, 
studying and discussing the Bible, applying Scripture to 
everyday life and singing hymns or praise songs provide 
the most valuable part of your child’s spiritual training. 
Teaching your child at home enables you to see evidence 
of their increased understanding and love for God’s Word.

We pray you have begun to see ways in which your 
child is growing to be more like the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Consider the age of your child as you use the following 
suggestions to effectively shepherd your child toward 
spiritual maturity.

■ Help your child grow in the way he prays.  
Include worship, thanksgiving and petitions for 
his specific needs and needs of other people.

■ Teach your child to be kind, compassionate 
and tenderhearted to other family members and 
friends. When she is not kind, explain how to 
confess, repent and ask forgiveness of God and 
the other person.

■ Be an example, and train your child to speak 
helpful, encouraging words. Help him seek to 
empathize and see others’ point of view.

■ Teach your child to express her love for God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit and show love to  
others as Christ has loved her.

■ Commend your child for becoming more patient, 
more self-controlled and not easily angered.  
Help him consider ways to respond to different 
situations.

■ Express appreciation when she is truthful. 
■ Train your child to forgive rather than trying to 

get even. Remind him to forgive others as God 
has forgiven him.

■ Help your child express thankfulness and grati-
tude for what people do for her. This provides 
a way to show her the depth and breadth of the 
ways God has blessed her.

■ Praise a gentle spirit seen in the treatment of those 
who are younger or different from your child. 

■ Be quick to commend your child who willingly 
obeys without argument. 

■ Prioritize reading the Bible with your child. Look 
for ways to explain the Bible is unlike any other 
book, and it is the holy, true, inspired Word of 
God. Help your child discover attributes of God 
as you read together. 

■ Read quality books by Christian authors. Encour-
age your child to read aloud with you as well  
as alone.

■ Commend generosity in giving and serving 
freely, cheerfully and without expecting anything 
in return. 

■ Discuss the importance of discerning the truth of 
God from the claims of the world. Talk about the 
results of believing God’s truth or rejecting it in 
this life and after death.

■ Explain and demonstrate forgiveness, grace,  
love and restoration when your child fails, is 
discouraged or gets into trouble.

Growth in love for God’s Word and for His Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is BSF’s desire for every child in the 
Preschool and School Programs. No child exhibits all 
of these qualities all of the time. As you consider your 
child’s growth, thank God for the areas in which you see 
evidence of spiritual growth. Continue to pray, model and 
teach where development is needed. Pray the Holy Spirit 
causes your child to see God’s Word as the most impor-
tant way to draw nearer to God. As you persevere in your 
responsibility to teach and train, may your child continue 
to grow “in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man” (Luke 2:52 NIV). 
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